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Ahmandinejad  dinner  draws  criticism 


SINCE  1877 


WASHINGTON  (BP  and  local 
reports)  -  The  U.S.  Commission  on 
International  Religious  Freedom 
(USCIRF),  which  counts  a  Southern 
Baptist  ethicist  as  one  of  its  mem¬ 
bers,  is  urging  five  religious  organi¬ 
zations  to  cancel  a  September  25 
dinner  in  New  York  city  with  Iran's 
anti-semitic  president,  Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad,  in  conjunction  with 
his  visit  to  the  United  Nations. 

The  American  Friends  Service 
Committee,  Mennonite  Central 
Committee,  World  Council  of 
Churches,  Quaker  United  Nations 
Office,  and  Religions  for  Peace  are 
set  to  host  an  "international  dia¬ 
logue"  on  the  topic.  Has  Not  One 
God  Created  Us7  The  Significance 
of  Religious  Contributions  to 
Peace,  at  the  Grand  Hyatt  Hotel  in 
Manhattan. 

"It  is  our  hope  that  as  religious 
and  political  leaders,  this  commu¬ 
nal  meal  and  exchange  of  views 
will  enable  us  to  explore  faith  per¬ 
spectives  for  dealing  with  global 
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ies  ♦auah  an-gaovegty,  war  and 
[udice  while  deepening  mutual 
ig,"  the  invitation  to 


prejudice  whi 
understands 

the  event  said  _ 

Richard  Land,  president  of  the  l— 

Southern  Baptist  Ethics  &  Ahmadinejad 

Religious  Liberty  Commission  in  .....  ...  ^  ^  ,  . 

Nashville  and  a  USCIRF  commissioner,  president  of  the  United  Nations  General  gious  orgar 
is  among  those  scheduled  to  speak  at  a  Assembly,  Miguel  D'Escoto  Brockman,  also  is  on  Intemat 
rally  against  the  dinner  September  25  expected  to  attend  the  private  dinner  with  recommend 
outside  the  Grand  Hyatt  on  East  42nd  Ahmadinejad.  Brockman  is  a  Catholic  priest  that  in  any  < 
Street  starting  at  5:30  p.m.  from  Nicaragua  who  is  a  vocal  critic  of  the  zation  s  co-« 

The  rally,  which  is  to  include  a  number  United  States,  the  newspaper  said.  The  Ir 

of  organizations  such  as  the  Jewish  Action  Also  scheduled  to  creak  the  Ramadan  Democracy 
Alliance  and  the  Catholic  League  for  fast  with  the  Iranian  president,  The  of  U.S.  Chi 

Religious  and  Civil  Rights,  also  is  meant  to  Forward  said,  is  a  former  Norwegian  representat 

Erotest  Ahmadinejaas  presence  at  the  prime  minister,  Kjell  Magne  Bondevik.  and  other  i 
fnited  Nations  and  to  oppose  Iran’s  who  presides  over  the  Oslo  Center  for  attend  the 
nuclear  weapons  program  and  threats  Peace  and  Human  Rights.  Such  repre 

against  Israel.  USCIRF  expressed  dismay  at  the  timing  and  host 

USCIRF,  which  recently  warned  of  Iran’s  of  the  meeting,  with  Gaer  noting  that  "the  Ahmadmei 
plans  to  impose  the  death  penalty  for  peo-  invitation  to  President  Ahmadinejad  comes  Churches  1 
pie  convicted  of  so-called  apostasy,  wrote  a  amid  a  rapidly  accelerating  deterioration  of  These  a 
letter  to  each  of  the  organizations  stating  religious  freedom  and  other  human  rights  ly  minimiz 
that  the  invitation  and  the  platform  for  in  Iran,  including  prolonged  detention,  tor-  Iranian  pol 
Ahmadinejad  would  be  counterproductive  ture  and  executions  often  based  on  the  reli-  all  who  do 
to  the  groups' peace  goals.  gion  of  the  accused."  Shiite  Islan 

"President  Ahmadinejad  has  manipulat-  USCIRF  noted:  "It  is  disturbing  enough  tor  of  Unib 
ed  such  dialogues  repeatedly  into  a  plat-  that  a  leader  who  has  worked  so  ruthlessly  IRD  news 
form  for  spreading  hatred,"  Felice  D.  Gaer,  to  close  off  channels  for  free  expression  at  about  whal 
USORF’s  chair,  wrote.  "He  hosted  some  of  home  should  be  Riven  an  opening  to  what  Iran  s 
the  world’s  most  notorious  deniers  of  the  expound  his  views  here."  apocalyptic 

Holocaust,  racists,  and  anti-Semites  at  a  The  Iranian  Parliament  the  commission  and  Israel 
2006  conference  questioning  the  well-  noted,  is  finalizing  a  new  penal  code  that  "The  prc 
established  facts  of  the  Holocaust  and  call-  would  mandate  the  death  penalty  for  any-  of  one  mar 
ing  for  the  destruction  of  a  member-state  of  one  in  the  nation  convicted  of  leaving  cies  of  a  28 
the  United  Nations.  Islam.  For  that  and  a  number  of  other  regime,  h 

"The  onlv  accomplishment  of  such  an  grievances,  USCIRF  continues  to  recom-  organizers 


nuclear  development  We  should  keep  Whisenant's  story  m 
ts  believe  it  is  only  a  mind  when  we  are  told  this  time,  as  we  no 
ore  Israel  is  forced  to  doubt  will  be,  that  the  end  is  near  because 

in  the 
world. 


A  s  if  the  financial  crisis  in  the  US.  isrft  suspected  S; 
Zl  enough  to  make  us  lose  sleep  nightly,  it 
xlappears  likely  the  Middle  East  will 

soon  erupt  into  the  headlines  once  again.  This 

week's  scheduled  visit  of  anti -semi be  Iranian 
President  Mahmoud  Ahmadinejad  to  New 
York  City  brings  to  mind  once  again  the  pre¬ 
ponderance  of  problems  in  that  area  of  the 
world  that  continue  to  demand  a  prominent 
place  on  the  world  stage. 

At  the  confluence  of  what  acade- 


site.  Man1 

matter  of - -  -  -  -  -  . 

take  out  similar  Iranian  facilities  in  the 

name  of  self-preservation.  . 

If  war  indeed  comes  to  the  Middle  East, 
countries  outside  the  region  with  "inter¬ 
ests"  will  undoubtedly  feel  compelled  to  Jesus  in 
become  involved,  ana  whatever  actions 
they  take  are  not  likely  to  lead  to  a  lessen¬ 
ing  of  tensions.  Modem  conventional  even  the  an; 
weapons  are  capable  of  inflicting  tremen- 
claism,  and  dous  suffering  and  pain,  but  policymakers 
has  always  and  war  planners  now  must  factor  in  the 
ile  violence  possible  introduction  of  nuclear  weapons, 
s  intrigue.  Is  all  this  beginning  to  sound  like 
mi  with  the  Armageddon?  If  so,  we  would  not  be  the 
ret  for  oil  -  first  generation  to  believe  we  are  iving  pen 
let  of  which  in  the  Last  Days. 

ated  in  the  When  a  lightning  strike  set  off  a  massive 

1  abundant  fire  in  the  virgin  forests  of  the  northeastern 

aponry,  and  U.S.,  smoke  so  blackened  the  skv  that 
igedy  on  a  Puritans  downwind  concluded  the  lack  of 
tore  seen.  daylight  was  a  sign  the  Lord  was  on  His 
ood  and  no  way  back.  During  the  devastation  of  World 
ddle  East  is  War  I,  reports  circulated  that  the  German 
it  it  does  leader  Kaiser  Wilhelm  II  was  the  much- 
sh  state  of  anticipated  antichrist  and  the  end  _was 
be  forced  to  near. 


of  events  currently  trans] 

Middle  East  and  arounc 
Instead  of  succumbing  to  the  hystericism, 
we  should  simply  resort  to  the  words  of 
‘  Matthew  24:36-44  (NIV): 

"No  one  knows  about  that  day  or  hour,  not 

_ ;; _ ngels  in  heaven,  nor  the  Son,  but 

only  the  Father.  As  it  was  in  the  days  of  Noah, 
so  ft  will  be  at  the  coming  of  the  Son  of  Man. 
For  in  the  days  before  the  flood,  people  were 
eating  and  dnnking,  marrying  and  giving  in 
marriage,  up  to  the  day  Noah  entered  the  ark; 
and  they  knew  nothing  about  what  would  hap- 
until  the  flood  came  and  took  them  all 
j.  That  is  how  it  will  be  at  the  comins  of 
the  Son  of  Man.  Two  men  will  be  in  the  field; 
one  will  be  taken  and  the  other  left.  Two  women 
will  be  grinding  with  a  hand  mill;  one  will  be 
taken  and  the  other  left. 

" Therefore  keep  watch,  because  you  do  not 
know  on  what  day  your  Lord  will  come.  But 
understand  this:  If  the  owner  of  the  house  had 
ipated  anticnnst  ana  me  ena  was  known  at  what  time  of  night  the  thief  was  coming, 
Virtually  the  same  was  said  about  he  would  have  kept  watch  and  would  not  have  let 
Adolph  Hitler  during  World  War  II.  his  horn 'be  * 

ttacks  from  rump  Islamic  ter-  In  our  own  day,  we  have  had  Edgar  ready,  because  the  Son  ofMan  util  come  at  an 
like  Hezbollah  that  operate  Whisenant's  88  Reasons  Why  Rapture  Could  hour  when  you  do  not  expect  htm. 

ountries  like  Lebanon.  Those  be  in  1988,  which  sold  more  than  45  million  .  ..  .  ,  ,  _  ,. 

^m^a^y^prorted  by  copies.  When  Rapture  didn't  come  in  1988,  he  There.  Don't  you  feel  better  already?  Don  t 
Syria* ancMran,  which  widens  conveniently  wrbte  the  follow  up,  Rapture  try  to  divine  the  futoie.  Don  t  even  give  a 

^threatens  toengulf  the  entire  Report  1989.  Failing  again  to  correctly  date  worry  to  file  future.  Just  be  re£dy  Live  your 

war  the  Rapture,  Whisenant  updated  his  predic-  life  every  day  as  if  Jesus  is  on  His  way. 

tions  every  year  through  1994  before  appar-  It's  time  people  saw  us  living  like  we 
ently  giving  up.  believe  that,  anyway. 
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widely  credited  to  the  Israelis  destroyed  a 


ances  decline,  but  the  reality  is 
hat  a  focused  investment  disci¬ 
pline,  diversification,  and  persis¬ 
tence  will  likely  be  he  key  to 
weathering  this  and  other 
storms,”  Cummins  said.  "While 
lower  market  prices  do  cause 
uncertainty,  his  also  can  be  an 
excellent  time  for  op  "  ‘ 
investors  to  move  into 


Long-term  retirement 
investors  should  stay 
focused  on  their  goals, 
not  on  short-term  market 
fluctuations,  including  even 
the  September  15  sell-off  that 
resulted  in  the  single  worst 
trading  day  since  the  Sept.  11, 
2001,  terrorist  attacks. 

Bad  news  in  the  financial 
services  sector  of  the  market 
—  the  bankruptcy  filing  of 
investment  bank  Lehman 


Guest  Opinion: 

Stay  focused 

By  Roy  Hayhurst 
GuideStone  Financial  Resources 
Dallas 


Baptist  Record  Advisory  Committee: 
Marcus  Bowen,  Brandon 
Jimmy  McFatter,  Amory 
Billie  Buckley,  Retal 
lames  Bates,  Gulfport 
Archie  Herrin,  Columbia 
Chris  Webb,  Jackson 


_ _  market 

while  values  are  off  heir  highs. 

Maintain  realistic  expecta¬ 
tions  about  market  behavior. 
Financial  markets  move  up 
and  down  over  time  in 
response  to  social,  political  and 
economic  events.  Further,  equi¬ 
ty  investments  are  by  nature 
more  volatile  than  other  asset 
classes  such  as  cash  and  bonds. 

„ _  Equity  investors  should  be  able 

future,  not  he  past.  Selling  to  accept  significant  short-term 
today  cannot  avoid  yesterdays  fluctuations  in  the  value  of 
losses  in  a  down  market,  heir  portfolios. 

Likewise,  in  an  up  market,  you  For  a  copy  of  he  prospec- 
cannot  buy  yesterday's  perfor-  tus  with  his  and  other  infor- 
mance  by  investing  in  the  matron  about  the  funds,  call 
hottest  fund.  If  you  absolutely  (888)984-8433  or  visit 
have  to  make  changes  in  your  www.GuideStoneFunds.org. 

Krtfolio,  consider  making  Read  he  prospectus  carefully 
:m  in  small  increments.  This  before  investing.  Shares  of 
allows  you  to  "dollar  cost  aver-  GuideStone  Funds  are  distrib- 
age"  and  gives  you  time  to  uted  by  PFPC  Distributors, 
more  seriously  Inc.,  a  registered  broker-deal  - 

—  Don’t  count  your  losses,  er  and  underwriter  of  the 
Tallying  up  how  much  has  funds,  760  Moore  Road,  King 
been  lost  in  your  account  of  Prussia,  PA  19406. 


_  Lehman 

Brothers,  Bank  of  America's 
purchase  of  Merrill  Lynch,  and  found  88%  ( 
and  reported  cash  problems  periods  and  97% 
for  insurance  giant  AIG  —  led  periods  yfelded  p 
jittery  investors  to  flee  stocks  while  100%  of  th 
and  caused  the  market's  drop,  odsyielded  a  pos 
While  he  500-plus  point  drop  Essentially,  l 
in  the  Dow  Jones  Industrials  found,  an  in' 
was  significant,  there  was  a  choose  any  five- 

modest  rebound  he  follow-  time  between  1 -  „  , 

and  almost  nine  out  of  10  losses  in  a  down  market 
would  show  growth  in  an 

investor's  portfolio.  While 

past  performance  is  no  guar¬ 
antee  of  future  performance, 
the  market  itself  has  been 
resilient  through  he  years. 

Participants  can  periodically 
review  heir  risk  tolerance  by 
participants,  these  assets  are  to  utilizing  Guide5tone's  Investor 
serve  needs  for  a  long  period  of  Profile  Quiz,  found  on 

time.  Make  sure  your  objectives  GuideStone's  Web  site 

and  actions  are  consistent  with  (www.GuideStone.org)  and  in 
your  time  horizon.  the  Fund  Choices  booklet  avail- 

Coretider  hat  over  long  time  able  through  GuideStone's  cus- 
periods  the  stock  market  has  tomer  relations  specialists  at 
been  friendly,  yielding  many  (888)984-8433. 


Financial 


for  navigat- 
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Legislation  will  protect  unfettered  abortion 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  For  upheld  the  federal  ban  on  par- 
years,  pro-liters  have  set  their  tial-birth  abortion,  ; ^  W -3*  - -■  ..  ‘  *  ’  . 

sights  on  changing  the  U  S  Attention  always  is  h  noised  4  *  <  .  -Jf^y 

Supreme  Court,  hoping  that  on  Supreme  Court  appoint-  W  >?.... 

conservative  judicial  lineup  ments  and  the  likelihood  of  Roe  .if  f  m,  ! *  ■  >  •*<  »,  ,  1|§ 

would  overturn  Roe  v  Wade,  the  being  overturned,"  Douglas  ^ Jflj|  j-  1  ,  ,  j|« 

197.1  ruling  that  legalized  abor-  lohnson,  legislative  director  for  jyj*.  .  ’  •  Ugf-  C3**  1 

tion  nationwide  —  but  what  it  National  Right  to  Life,  told  |It.  * ,  ,  '  Wf  .*  VlMl-V  -  slj 

the  Supreme  C  ourt  somedac  baptist  Press  but  C  undress,  by  V  sBt  *  ief 

overturns  Roe,  and  abortion  ne\  adopting  something  like  this,  (  Jfj 

ertheless  remains  legal?  short-circuit  ^  %. 

goal  behind  the  process  Rcx>  would  become  9  gj 

Freedom  of  Choice  Act,  a  almost  irrelevant."  J  .  $ ,  Jj 

the  and  Senate  Johnson  calls  it  the  most  radi-  j® .  r  J 

would  ensure  abortion  remains  cal  piece  of  pnvvhouv  legislation  ^  :  Am,-.  ’  -IM  J 

legal  even  if  Roe  someday  is  he’s  seen.  *tj|>  * *"»  ,  .i&w  -*»y.  *3  j 

struck  down  by  the  nation’s  The  bill  states  that  "every  * ., '** '! . ■'  «LJ 

highest  court  Just  as  problemat-  woman  has  the  fundamental  >*-«[«,  *  ^  * '•  *'  -  >•  Ml; 

ic  for  the  pro-lite  cause-,  the  bill  right  to  chixise  to  boar  a  child  ‘  :*  *'  !.  .  .1  ‘MM 

would  lead  to  the  overturning  ot  and  to  terminate  a  pregnaiHA'"  &  r>  #;  y?  f -  .-■  -  -  wry  ,-i 

iumtIv  every  abortion  restriction  and  that  "a  government  —  utS&Xi'-l  - 

on  the  books,  including  the  fed-  meaning  the  federal  government 

eral  ban  on  partial-birth  abortion  or  any  state  or  local  government  ,  .  ,  ,  .. 

07  r  .  .  A  MJ _ ”  _ C _  ~U. _ _ 1J  _ i: _ _  it  lU  In  >knl4inn 
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The  Church  Planting 
Department,  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board, 
will  host  its  annual  Church 
Planter's  Appreciation 
Banquet  Oct.  28,  5  PM,  in 
the  Baptist  Building 
Chapel.  For  information  or 
reservations  contact: 
Scheryl  Ng,  sng€>m bcb.org, 
or  call  (601)  292-3361. 
Deadline  for  reservations  is 
Oct.  15. 


Chaplains  bill  introduced 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  Do  military  chaplains  have  the 
right  to  pray  in  Jesus’  name  in  ceremonies  outside  of 
chapel  services?  The  military  insists  they  do,  but  U.S.  Rep. 
Walter  Jones  (R.-N.C.)  is  attempting  to  write  that  guaran¬ 
tee  into  federal  law.  Shortly  before  Congress'  summer 
recess,  Jones  introduced  H.R.  6514,  which  would  ensure 
chaplains  the  right  to  close  a  prayer  outside  of  a  religious 
service  according  to  the  dictates  of  the  chaplain's  con¬ 
science.  Jones  said  he  regularly  has  received  complaints 
from  officers  and  chaplains  about  such  restraints.  Eileen 
Lainez,  a  spokesperson  for  the  U.S.  Department  of 


The  annual  meeting  of 
the  Mississippi  alumni  of 
Southwestern  Seminary 
will  be  Oct.  28,  noon,  in  the 
chapel  dining  room  of  First 
Church,  Jackson.  Tickets  are 
$11  and  may  be  purchased 
from  Paul  Blanchard, 
Winston  Association,  P.O. 
Box  867,  Louisville,  MS 
39339.  Email  amd€>win- 
stonbaptist.org  or  call  (662) 
773-3366.  Tickets  must  be 
purchased  in  advance. 


A  ground  breaking  ceremony  for  the  BSU  at  Jones  Junior  College  is 
held  Aug.  16.  The  new  building  will  be  8,400  square  feet  and  will 
include  offices,  chapel  assembly  area,  conference  room  /  library,  prayer 
rooms,  game  room,  kitchen,  and  work  room. 


William  Carey  College  trustees  in  a  closed  meeting  vote  not  to 
renew  school  president  Ralph  Noonkester's  contract  past  his  65th 
birthday  next  June.  Noonkester  has  been  president  of  the  Baptist-affil¬ 
iated,  Hattiesburg-based  college  since  1956. 


led  to  his  reinstatement.  While  there  are  problems,  any 
rank-and-file  chaplain  who  complains  about  the  problems 
is  declared  to  not  have  "good  discipline,"  Sterzbach  said. 


A  recent  study  shows  Southern  Baptists  are  generally  against  any 
major  changes  in  their  annual  convention  pattern  and  are  fairly  solid 
against  any  change  in  the  name  of  their  denomination. 


DOING  NOTHING 

Some  of  you  have  probably 
heard  the  advertisement 
related  to  mortgage  foreclo¬ 
sures.  They  conclude  by  say¬ 
ing,  "Nothing  is  worse  than 
doing  nothing."  The  ad  is 
trying  to  encourage  people  to 
be  proactive  to  do  what  you 


]esus  Christ  ^ 

Requests  the  ^ 
Honor  of 
Your 

\  Presence 
in  Heaven! 


have  to  go."  It  seemed  as 
though  the  daughter  was 
oblivious  to  his  words  and  she 
stared  into  the  casket  continu¬ 
ing  to  say,  "I  am  so  sorry." 

what  is  there  in  your  life 
and  in  your  circle  of  influence 
panion,  is  vitally  and  need  that  you  should 
id  yet  seemingly  address  today?  Is  it  an  act  of 
ina  consistently  kindness?  Go  ahead  and  do  it. 

People  know  Is  it  a  phone  call?  Make  it!  Is 
•ed  to  do  some-  it  a  need  for  forgiveness?  Ask! 
need  to  forgive  Is  it  a  request  for  forgiveness? 
?y  need  to  reach  Give  it!  Is  it  an  expression  of 
ne,  and  they  need  kindness?  Show  it!  Is  it  an 
orgiveness.  Yet  expression  of  appreciation? 
to  do  nothing.  It  Offer  it.  Keep  in  mind  that 
ho  said  in  his  lit-  oftentimes,  "Nothing  is  worse 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


can  to  reach  out,  let  your  sta- 
tus  be  known,  to  get  more 

information,  and  to  do  some-  you  can  sin  significantly  and 
thing  rather  than  just  sit  back  sin  grievously  By  doing  noth- 
and  lose  your  home  to  fore-  ing.  You  may  wonder  how 
closure.  "Nothing  is  worse  doing  nothing  can  be  harmful, 
than  doing  nothing."  Let  me  give  you  a  couple  of 

At  times,  it  does  seem  that  examples  that  may  be  helpful 
doing  nothing  is  the  best  thing  in  understanding, 
to  do,  even  me  wise  thing  to  Through  the  years,  how 
do.  You  can  on  occasion  act  many  times  have  you  seen 
too  quickly  or  overreact.  It  is  parents  who  did  not  think  that 
possible  to  act  before  you  give  it  was  important  to  involve 
time  for  things  to  fall  in  place  their  children  in  the  things  of 
or  to  react  before  you  have  all  God  or  to  influence  their  lcids 
of  the  information  that  is  in  the  direction  of  the  Lord? 

needed.  On  those  occasions.  At  some  point  down  the  road,  —  - 

patience  and  restraint  are  they  begin  to  think  “Well,  doeth  it  not,  to  him  it  is  sin 
vitally  important  and  it  could  maybe  we  need  to  help  them  (Jas  4:17).  Yet  so  many  times, 
be  said  that  nothing  is  worse  focus  on  faith."  At  times,  it  we  know  what  we  need  to  do 
than  doing  something  when  has  been  as  late  as  when  the  but  we  do  nothing, 
you  do  not  know  what  you  child  gets  ready  to  pack  up  Sometimes  doing  nothing  is 
are  doing.  All  of  us  have  and  go  off  to  college.  Mom  not  just  procrastination.  It 
probably  been  there  or  and  Dad  mentally  and  emo-  becomes  a  lifestyle.  It  stays  in 
watchea  others  in  that  situa-  tionally  scurry  around  think-  place  until  the  opportunity  is 
tion.  Still  there  is  a  great  truth  ing  that  they  need  to  hand  off  missed.  The  hope  for  reconcil- 
to  be  understood  as  you  think  to  them  some  things  that  have  iation  is  irretrievable.  While  I 
about  the  statement,  "Nothing  been  given  to  us.  Sometimes  have  seen  the  results  of  doing 
is  worse  than  doing  nothing.  at  that  point  they  begin  to  nothing  expressed  in  dozens 
The  verse  found  in  tne  Book  of  think  somewhere  in  the  Bible  of  different  ways,  I  remember 
Numbers  is  a  fascinating  it  says.  "TVain  up  a  child  in  the  a  heartbreaking  scene  at  a 
study  that  says,  "Be  sure  your  way  that  he  should  go,  and  funeral  home  when  we  were 
sins  will  find  you  out"  (Num.  when  he  is  old  he  will  not  about  to  leave  and  go  to  the 
32:23).  To  me  the  most  fasci-  depart  from  it"  (Prov.  22:6).  cemetery.  An  only  child  stood 
nating  thing  about  it  is  to  read  You  can  pack  up  some  Bible  over  her  mother's  casket  sob- 
the  whole  verse.  "But  if  you  teaching  moral  training  and  bing  uncontrollably.  There 
fail  to  do  this,  you  will  be  sin-  some  spiritual  understanding  was  no  one  around  except  the 
ning  against  the  Lord;  and  along  with  his  college  funeral  director,  who  was 
you  may  be  sure  that  your  sin  wardrobe  and  everything  will  waiting  to  close  the  casket, 
will  find  you  out/  Now  be  all  right.  and  me.  She  started  talking 

when  you  look  at  the  whole  If  you  wait  until  they  are  somewhat  under  her  breath 
verse  you  begin  to  understand  almost  grown  to  let  your  chil-  but  I  clearly  understood.  "I 
that  God  is  saying  that  the  sin  dren  know  how  important  am  so  sorry.  I  am  so  sorry, 
that  will  show  up  in  our  lives  Jesus  is  to  you  and  should  be  Mother,  I  am  so  sorry." 
is  the  sin  of  doing  nothing.  to  them,  it  will  have  a  hollow  Having  known  the  daugh- 
Most  of  the  time  it  seems  as  ring  to  it  and  an  insincere  ter  and  naving  watched  the 
though  folks  focus  on  sin  as  quality  to  it.  On  the  other  mother  as  she  nad  repeatedly 
being  a  wrong  act,  an  evil  deed,  hand,  consider  that  you  do  tried  to  reach  out  to  the 
or  a  vile  expression.  While  that  nothing  about  renewing  a  daughter  to  help,  to  love,  to 
may  be  true,  it  is  also  true  that  broken  relationship,  embrace,  and  to  restore  only  to 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  Cod  m  your  own  words: 

L  Lord,  1  admit  that  1  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

“But  as  many  as  received  him. 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  m  ms  name."  (John  1:12) 

If  you.  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


PINEVIEW  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

Hattiesburg,  Miss.,  Lebanon  Baptist 
Assoc.,  seeking  a  full-time  pastor. 
Please  send  resume  wtih  references  to 
pastor  search  committee,  Pineview 
Baptist  Church,  19  Tower  Rd., 

Hattiesburg,  MS  39401. _ 

FBC  COLDWATER,  MISS.,  IS  SEEKING 
a  full-time  pastor.  Please  mail  resume  to 
Churck  DeMorse,  100  Golden  Pond 
Cove,  Coidwater,  MS  38618.  We  will  be 
receMnn  resumes  until  Nov.  1 5, 2008. 
THOMPSON  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Smithdale,  Miss.,  has  two  immediate 
openings  for  a  bi-vocational  minister 
of  music  and  a  full-time  pianist. 
Energetic  leadership  for  threo-worship 
services  on  Sunday,  choirs,  specials 
services,  etc.  Send  resume  to  search 
committee,  5226  N.  Greensburg,  Rd., 

Smithdale.  MS  39664. _ 

FBC  FANNIN,  IS  SORING  A  PART-TIME 
youth  minister  with  potential  opportu¬ 
nity  for  full-time  employment.  Please 
send  resume  by  Sept.  30  to  FBC  of 
Fannin,  101  Church  Rd.,  Brandon,  MS 
39047,  attn:  Les  Shelby,  personnel 
committee.  Or  call  601-829-1180  or 

601-906-7247. _ 

CENTRAL  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN 
Brookhaven,  MS,  is  seeking  a  full-time 
worship  Leader  to  lead  a  contempo¬ 
rary  worship  ministry.  Please  send 
resumes  to  749  North  Jackson  St., 
Brookhaven,  MS,  39601  or  email  to 


PELAHATCHIE  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IS 
seeking  a  part-time  Minister  of  Music  for 
Worship  Services,  Adult,  youth,  and  chil- 
drenY  choirs.  Please  forward  resume  to 
the  Mahatchie  Baptist  Church,  search 
committee,  P  O  Bom  876,  Mahatchie, 
MS  391 45,  attn:  Due  McKinion.  Email: 


Caldwell,  PCX  Bor  7517,  Spanish  Fort,  owned.  All  home  (mprowemanb,  vinyl  sid-  and  much  more.  Call  James  205-752-1231, 

Alabama  36577.  tnR,  windows,  metti  and  shingle  roofs,  patio  Thompson  at  601  -850-9620  or  601  -  www.Rulfshorescondos.com. _ 

HERBERT  RAPTKT  CHUBCH,  NESHOBA  cowers,  screen  and  0ass  looms.  601-992-  932-3979 _  CABIN  IN  CATUNBURG  FOR  RENT 

county,  racklrer  tnsnty  1T»5  Rqrrtft  hym  2092,  Don  6  Rite  Sebtety  owmers. _  STAINED  GLASS:  NEW  WINDOWS  2  bedrm  2  bath,  full  kitchen,  great 

nab  to  purchase.  Please  call  Linda  NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY,  and  repairs.  Hopper  Stained  Glass,  view  of  National  Park.  595.00/nite. 

Harrtym  at  601-416-7044. _  Inc.,  old  Bibles  rebound.  Also,  lackson,  877-477-1899. _  Call  for  Information  281-855-4469 

GULF  SHORES  VACATION  HOME:  Fall  church  bulletins  and  hymnals.  For  CLARK  AUCTIONS:  SHI  YOUR  REAL  or  832-922-0401  A)1 41.  Email 
fecial  $299YWk.  Winter  ^tadal  S269/wk,  more  information  call  662  453-7424  estate  or  businea  in  30  days.  We  buy  pdiw4760«att.net. 
or  SKXXttno.  Call  225-241-5667  or  visit  or  fax  us  at  662-455-6743.  estates.  Nick  dark,  R.E.  Broker  and  auctiorv 
www.asfamihtelmat.com.  aey  601-317-2536. 
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First  Church,  Verona,  has  called  Gary  Roberson  as  pastor.  He 
received  his  education  at  Blue  Mountain  College,  Liberty 
University,  and  Southwestern  Seminary.  He  comes  from 
Shady  Grove  Church,  Panola  County.  He  is  shown  with  his 
wife  Gina,  son  Kenny,  and  twin  girls,  Ashlee  and  Amy. 


Homecoming,  Sept.  28;  ser-  Bogue  Chitto:  Revival,  Sept, 

vice,  11  AM,  followed  by  28  -  Oct.  1;  Sun.,  11  AM  and 

lunch  and  1:30  PM  singing  6  PM;  Mon.  -  V>fed.,  7  PM; 

with  New  Genesis;  Joe  Hill,  Clark  Stewart  speaker; 

speaker.  Todd  McDaniel,  music. 

2.  Fredonia  Church,  New  11.  Academy  Church,  Tippah 

Albany:  Homecoming,  County:  Homecoming, 

Sept  28;  service,  10  AM,  fol-  Sept.  28;  worship,  10:30  AM, 

lowed  by  covered  dish  lun-  followed  by  lunch  and 

cheon.  Winston  Ross,  speak-  singing  with  the  Reeves 

er;  Kenneth  Clayton,  music;  Family;  Steven  Cohea, 

Chris  Aldridge,  pastor.  speaker. 

3.  Longview  Church,  12.  Second  Church,  Greenville: 

Pontotoc  County:  125th  Homecoming,  Oct.  26;  wor- 

anniversary,  Sept.  28;  inspi-  ship,  10*30  AM,  followed  by 

rational  cantata,  audio  mes-  lunch;  Bob  Connerley, 

sage  from  Mick  Burczynski,  speaker;  Jimmy  Smith, 

and  fellowship  meal.  music;  Ronny  Spivey,  pas- 


LZY  LZSYN  HKOYLZ  XKL 


QCL  NKP  LK  JLYWR,  WXM 


LK  VSRR,  WXM  LK  MYJLP 


KB:  S  WO  HKOY  LZWL 


LZYB  OSTZL  ZWUY  RSNY, 


WXM  LZWL  LZYB  OXTZL 


ZWUY  SL  OKPY  WQC 


CXMWXLRB 


DKZX  LYX:  LYX 


followed  by  potl 
Wayne  Burkes, 
Reuben  and  Fa' 
music;  Dennis  D 
tor. 


Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Second  Peter  Three  Eight 


1.  The  Robersons 


Visit  us  online  at 


/  ■  _ 

wwwonbcb.org, 

to  learn  about  all  Mississippi  Baptist 
mission  opprotunities. 


5.  Macedonia  Church,  Blue  14.  Sunrise  Church,  Carthage: 

Mountain:  Homecoming  Homecoming,  Sept.  28; 

and  revival,  Sept.  28  -  Oct.  1;  Sunday  School,  10  AM;  wor- 

Sun.,  worship,  11  AM,  fol-  ship,  11  AM,  followed  by 

lowed  by  potluck  lunch  and  covered  dish  meal;  James 

130  PM  Singing;  Terry  Hall,  White,  speaker, 
pastor  ana  speaker;  the 

Martins,  music;  Mon.  -  15.  Twin  Lakes  Church,  Horn 

Wed.,  7  PM;  Charlie  Cooper;  Lake:  Homecoming,  Sept, 

speaker;  special  singers  28;  worship,  10  AM,  fol- 

i  rightly.  lowed  by  covered  dish  din¬ 

ner  on  the  grounds  and 

6.  Four  Mile  Creek,  gospel  singing;  The 

Escatawpa:  Homecoming,  Barnetts,  music;  Bob 

Sept.  28;  Sunday  School  Hankins,  pastor, 

high  attendance,  9  AM;  wor¬ 
ship,  10  AM,  followed  by  16.  First  Church,  Greenwood:  .  . 

fellowship  meal;  Don  120th  year  homecoming;  9  York  State  judge  dismissed  a  law 

Womble,  speaker;  Philip  AM,  followed  by  dinner  on  suit  September  2  against  Gov 

Marshall,  pastor.  the  grounds;  Ed  McDaniel,  David  A.  Paterson  ruling  that  ht 

speaker;  Joe  Pate,  pastor.  acted  within  his  power  when  ht 

7.  Belden  Church,  Belden:  ordered  state  agencies  to  recog 

Homecoming,  Sept.  28;  17.  Holly  Church,  Alcorn  nize  homosexual  marriages  trorr 

Sunday  School,  9  AM;  wor-  County:  Revival  Sept.  28  -  outside  the  state. 

ship,  lO  AM,  followed  by  Oct.  1;  speakers  include  Although  the  decision  b) 
fellowship  meal;  Horace  Scott  Carter,  Ed  Newton  Justice  Lucy  Billings  could  fcx 

Thomas,  speaker;  Paul  Bob  Pitman  Wayne  appealed,  it  nevertheless  is  ; 

Reed,  music.  Marshall,  and  Tommy  victory  for  homosexual  mar 


New  York  governor  wins  legal 
challenge  on  homosexual  rights 

unions  will  be  recognized  as  Republican-controlled  Senate, 
valid  marriages  in  New  York"  Opponents  of  homosexual 
and  that  such  authority  belongs  marriage  also  say  the  controversy 
to  the  legislature.  over  Fiterson's  directive  under- 

Billings  disagreed,  saying  scores  the  need  for  states  dearly 
homosexual  marriage  is  not  to  explain  the  definition  of  mar- 
spedfically  banned  in  New  York,  riage  in  state  law. 

She  ruled  that  Paterson's  direc-  This  fall  three  states  — 
five  was  a  "permissible,  if  not  Arizona,  California  and 
mandated,  step  toward  the  objec-  Florida  —  will  consider  consti- 
tive  of  equality  for  a  group  for  tutional  amendments  that 
whom  legal  as  well  as  practical  would  protect  the  natural  def- 
barriers  to  equality  persist."  inition  of  marriage,  thus  ban- 

The  Alliance  Defense  Fund  ning  homosexual  marriage, 
and  other  pro-family  groups  Jim  Campbell,  an  attorney 
noted  that  the  legislature  has  con-  with  the  Alliance  Defense 
sidered  the  legalization  of  homo-  Fund,  criticized  Billings'  logic, 
sexual  marriage  and  thus  far  "This  decision  enshnnes  the 
rejected  iL  The  Democratic-con-  radical  notion  that  the  State  of 
trolled  New  York  Assembly  last  New  York  should  forfeit  its 
year  passed  a  bill  that  would  autonomy  to  define  marriage 
legalize  such  relationships,  for  itself, '  he  said,  according  to 


The  Baptist  Record 
P.O.  Box  530 
Jackson,  MS  39205 


U  Neshoba  Coliseum  6c  Tourism  Council 
3  NIGHTS  or  NON-STOf  GOSPEL  MUSIC 

Dove  Bros  Qt.  on  Thurs,  Oct.  16,  6pm 
Randy  Miller  Oct.  16-18  8c  over  30  others 

Ticket  discounts  tor  church  o roups  or  10  or  more/RV  hookups 

AVAILABLE.  CALL  US  TO  RESERVE  TODAY 


BAPTISTS 


authority  to 
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BAPTISTS 


1.  Eastwood  Church, 

Indianola,  has  elected 
R.W.  Farish  as  lifetime 
deacon.  Shown  are  Farish 
and  pastor  Billy  R. 
Thomas. 

2.  GAs  from  Escatawpa 
Church,  Escatawpa,  col¬ 
lected  items  for  Christmas 
in  August.  Shown,  from 
left,  are  Natalie  Blackwell, 
Heaven  Neese,  Emily 
Smith,  and  Dixie  Gregory. 

3.  First  Church,  Ripley, 
recently  ordained  Brad 
Hill  to  the  ministry. 
Shown  are  pastor  Rex 
Yancey  and  Hill. 

4.  The  GAs  and  RAs  of 
Branch  Church,  Morton, 
recently  gave  $10  each  to 
build  bears  for  the 
Children's  Hospital. 
Shown  are  the  partici¬ 
pants. 

5.  Hillsboro  Church, 

Hillsboro,  burned  the  note 
on  their  new  addition  Sept. 
7.  Shown  are  pastor  Ted 
Hawkins,  Tim  Hodges, 
and  Rodney  Russell. 

6.  Hurley  Church,  Hurley, 
honored  Howard  Duer 
Sept.  7  for  50  years  of 
teaching  Sunday  School. 
Shown  are  pastor  Breaux 
Tageant,  Duer,  and  Randy 
Lundy. 

7.  First  Church,  Byhalia, 
ordained  Jeff  Simpson  as 
deacon  Sept.  15.  Shown 
are  Christal  Simpson, 
Simpson,  and  pastor 
Anthony  P.  Langley. 

8.  Macedonia  Church, 

Meridian,  recently 

ordained  Randall  Palmer 
and  Bobby  Boyd  as  dea¬ 
cons.  Shown  are  Palmer, 
pastor  Hueston  Adkins, 
and  Boyd. 

9.  Ashland  Church, 

Ashland,  ordained 
Michael  Stroup  as  deacon. 
Shown  are  pastor  Randy 
Crews,  Sr.,  and  Shoup. 

10.  The  wMu  of  Unity  Church, 
Iulca,  visited  the  Resource 
Center  for  Women,  Corinth, 
collecting  $388.18  for  the 
Baby  Bottle  Blessing.  Jesse 
Massey,  pastor. 


5.  Hillsboro  Church  note  burning 


7.  First  Church  Byhalia 
deacon  ordination 


8.  Macedonia  Church 
deacon  ordination 


9.  Ashland  Church  deacon  ordination 


11.  First  Church,  Vicksburg 


12.  Rock  Hill  Church  baby  dedication 


13.  Fredonia  Church,  New  Albany 

William  Carey 
University 
Scholars 


11.  First  Church,  Vicksburg, 
celebrated  50  years  of 
worship  in  their  present 
facility  luly  6.  John 
McCall,  wno  was  pastor  at 
the  time,  preacned  the 
same  sermon  as  he  did 
July  6,  1958.  John  Strange 
was  deacon  cnairman  and 
Peggy  Hollis  was  church 
financial  secretary.  Shown 
are  Vicky  McCall,  Strange, 
McCall,  and  Hollis. 

12.  Rock  Hill  Church, 
Rankin  County  held  a 
baby  dedication  Aug.  28. 
Shown  are  the  Scalloms, 
the  Turners,  the  Jacksons, 
and  the  Ryals. 

13.  Fredonia  Church,  New 
Albany  recognized  their 
Mission  Friends,  GAs, 
and  RAs  Sept.  3  for  their 
participation  in  missions. 
Shown  are  the  partici¬ 
pants. 
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14.  The  Porters 


14.  University  Church, 

Hattiesburg,  recently 

honored  Tom  Porter,  asso¬ 
ciate  minister  of  music 
and  administration  for  25 
years  of  service  with  a 
orunch  and  program  Sept. 
7.  Shown  are  Porter  and 
his  wife  Nan. 

15.  Bethesda  Church,  Terry, 
will  host  a  harvest  festival 
Oct.  25,  4  p.m.,  with  ham¬ 
burgers,  hot  dogs,  chips, 
sodas,  desserts,  toy  walk, 
cakewalk,  hayride,  chili 
contest,  and  costume  con¬ 
test.  Candy  and  toy  dona¬ 
tions  appreciated. 

16.  Highland  Church, 

Crystal  Springs,  ordained 
Josh  Granger  and  Ben 
Waltman  as  deacons  June 
29.  Shown  are  Waltman, 
Cheryl  Waltman,  pastor 
David  Patterson,  Granger, 
and  Melanie  Granger. 


16.  Highland  Church  deacon  ordination 


Pianist  Michael  Gurt,  the  Paula  Garvey  Manship  Distinguished 
Professor  of  Piano  at  Louisiana  State  University,  will  perform  in 
concert  Oct  27  at  7  pm  iq  the  Smith  Auditorium  on  the 
Hattiesburg  campus  of  William  Carey  University.  Tickets  are 
$10  for  general  admission,  $7  for  senior  citizens  and  WCU  stu¬ 
dents  and  faculty  are  admitted  free  of  charge.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  call  (601)  318-6175. 

A  debate  at  the  Mississippi  College  School  of  Law  on  Oct.  3 
will  bring  U.S.  Sen.  Roger  Wicker,  R-Miss.,  and  his 
Democratic  rival  Ronnie  Musgrove  to  the  downtown  Jackson 
campus.  WLBT-TV  3  news  ancnor  Maggie  Wade  will  serve  as 
the  aebate  moderator,  said  Jim  Rosenblatt,  the  MC  law  dean. 
The  60-minute  debate  vrill  begin  at  7  p.m.  Audience  members 
will  be  split  among  Wicker  and  Musgrove  supporters  and 
members  of  the  MC  law  community. 


Pf'' 


3.  The  Leland  Speed  Library  at 
Mississippi  College  will  hold  its 
first  annual  book  bazaar  on  Sept. 
26-27.  The  library  has  collected 
over  10,000  books,  videos,  DVDs, 
CDs,  and  vinyl  records  which 
will  be  sold  at  bargain  prices, 
most  from  50  cents  to  $2.  These 
gently  used  items  will  be  avail¬ 
able  in  MCs  Alumni  Hall  gym, 
located  on  the  comer  of  Monroe 
and  College  streets  from  12  noon 
to  6  p.m.  on  Friday  and  8  a.m.  to 
5  p.m.  on  Saturday.  For  more 
information,  contact  the  Leland 
Speed  Library  at  (601)  925-3908. 

4.  Robin  W.  Lovin,  fire  Cary 
Maguire  University  Professor  of 
Efiucs  at  Southern  Methodist 
University,  will  be  fire  guest 


2008-2009 


William  Carey  University  Freshman  Scholars  with  President  Tommy  King 

TNi  ad  •  pre*M  by  tw  Educator  Common  ol  tm  Mm*?  3*M  Conwnlon  Bm*  Tl»  Eduction  Comfcsnn  k  to  pdRWy 
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School  of  Law  at  a  forum  on  poli¬ 
tics  and  religion.  ‘The  Religious 
Use  of  Potties;  Temptation,  Tool  or 
Task,"  is  fire  title  of  fire  colloquium 
on  Sept  29.  The  event  begins  at  11 
am  at  fire  MCSOL  Auditorium 
The  public  is  invited. 


September  25, 2008 
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The  Baphst  Record 


FI  RE  PR  r  F 


three  and  a  half  hours  —  not  a  Fireproof  (rated 
bad  distance  for  a  vacation  or  a  PC  for  thematic  t  '  *  \*Tj 

weekend  getaway  but  a  bit  too  elements)  tells  the  F#.* »  ‘ 

long  of  a  drive  to  watch  a  movie  story  of  a  troubled  tjr  {  ‘  f  J,  ”  • 

That's  the  situation  Penny  marriage  that  is  1*" 

Crowder  of  Fargo  found  herself  headed  for 

in  in  recent  weeks  when  she  divorce  and  how 
contemplated  how  and  where  the  husband,  a  H  VJ 

she  was  going  to  watch  the  firefighter  played  ■■  ■  k* 

Sept.  26  opening  of  Fireproof,  by  Kirk  Cameron, 
the  latest  release  from  the  mak-  tries  to  save  it.  It's  1. 5  <•  mp£ 

ers  of  the  2006  surprise  hit  been  screened  for  I  &  -  ‘s  -  1 

Facing  the  Giants.  Christian  leaders  f is-.v 

She  says  she  would  have  dri-  all  summer,  often  ■ 
ven  to  Minneapolis  —  after  all,  to  standing  ova- 
she  was  deeply  moved  by  tions,  and  has  received  posi-  just  1 
Facing  the  Giants  and  the  story  five  reviews,  many  of  which  Crowi 
of  the  congregation,  Sherwood  say  the  newest  film  is  better  It’s 
Church  in  Albany,  Ga.,  that  than  its  predecessor.  Fireproof  thing, 
filmed  it  —  but  she  wanted  to  had  a  budget  five  times  that  of  attend 
see  it  closer  to  home  and  she  Facing  the  Giants.  Churc 

wanted  her  friends  and  the  Tve  known  so  many  people  one  th 


■  got  behind  the  as  a  date  night  —  to  allow  cou-  i 

movie  and  support-  pies  with  small  children  to  go  1 

ed  it  on  opening  see  the  movie.  \ 

weekend,  giving  it  a  •  Planning  a  sermon /sermon  j 

boost  and  allowing  it  to  stay  in  series  cm  marriage  to  coincide  ] 

theaters  for  multiple  weeks  as  with  the  film's  release, 
well  as  to  spread  to  other  cities.  •  Having  Christian  couples  * 
"September  26  is  huge.  That  invite  other  couples  to  see  the  a 
opening  weekend  determines  movie  together, 
how  it  spreads,"  said  Michael  •  Giving  movie  tickets  to  local  o 
Catt  executive  producer  of  the  firefighters  and  encouraging  a 
film  and  senior  pastor  of  them  to  take  their  spouses. 
Sherwood  Chruch.  "With  Facing  •  Showing  the  movie’s 
the  Giants...  we  started  in  400  trailer  to  church  members.  (A  ri 
theaters  and  ended  up  in  over  link  for  a  free  download  is  $. 
1,000.  and  a  lot  of  that  was  based  available  through  the  / 
on  what  happened  the  first  week-  FireproofMyMarriage.com  ii 
end,  because  it  let  people  know  website.  Click  on  Churches, 
this  is  a  legitimate  film.  and  then  click  Click  Here  for 

"The  key  to  that  was  church-  Fireproof  Church  Campaign  b 
es,  the  key  to  that  was  pastors  Resources  and  Information.  « 
standing  up  in  their  pulpits  Lastly,  click  on  the  Click  Here  2 
and  saying,  We  gripe  about  to  Download  Clips  from  the  Y 
Hollywood.  Here's  something  Movie  button.  A  free  teaser  u 
positive.  It's  a  film  we  can  go  to  trailer  is  at  the  bottom.)  il 
and  support.”'  •  Placing  Fireproof  icons  on  r 

Leaders  of  the  Southern  the  church's  website.  They  can  be  n 
Baptist  Ethics  6c  Religious  downloaded  r  •  at^S 

Liberty  Commission,  Focus  on  FireproofTheMovie.com.  Click 
the  Family  and  FamilyLife  are  on  Fireproof  Widgets  and  Tools.  9 
urging  their  constituents  to  see  •  Purchasing  copies  of  The  b 
the  film.  ,i  Love  Dare  book  —  as  seen  in  il 

Following  are  several  ways  the  movie  —  and  giving  it  to 
churches  can  use  the  movie  and  church  members.  Visit  b 


ans,"  Crowder  told  Baptist 
"I  personally  am  single  and 


have  never  been  married/but  of 
course  I  have  a  lot  of  married 
friends  and  I  have  seen  the  chal- 


1.  First  Church,  Laurel,  is  3 
hosting  a  Women's 
Conference  Oct.  4. 
Reservations  requested  by 
Oct.  1.  Janet  Paschal  and 
Thidy  Cathy  White,  lead¬ 
ers.  Paschal  will  be  in  con¬ 
cert  Oct.  5,  10:30  a.m.  For 
information,  call  (601)  649- 
5710. 


Students  from  Cleary 
Church,  Florence,  will 
participate  in  Fields  of 
Faith  event  at  he  Florence 
High  School  baseball  field 
Oct.  8,  7  p.m.  Students 
from  all  over  Rankin 
County  will  also  partici¬ 
pate  in  he  interdenomina¬ 
tional  event. 

First  Church,  Hattiesburg, 
held  an  open  house  for 
heir  new  44,000  sq.  ft. 
children's  building  Aug.  3. 

Good  Hope  Church, 
Panola  County,  held  a 
baby  dedication  Aug.  31. 
Shown  are  Jeremy  and 
Kim  Gray  with  daughter 
Sophie;  T.J.  Talley  with 
daughter  Maxynza; 
Jason  and  Susan  Morris 
with  son  Owen,  and  Jody 
and  Libby  Morris  with 
son  Bentley. 


2.  Old  Hebron  Church,  New 
Hebron,  will  host  Christy 
Rose  Smith  in  concert  Oct, 
12, 6  p.m. 


1.  Paschal 


RiteBus  •  RitePrice  •  RitePlace 
Talk  to  Bill  Claik  601-750-2364 
wwrw.ritcwaybussales.com 


Rite  Wav  Bus  Sales 


5.  Good  Hope  Church  baby  dedication 


The  Baptist  Rbcord 


World  Hunger  Offering  helping  needy  in  U.S.,  too 


ALPHARETTA,  Ga.  (BP)  —  Southern  Baptist  churches  and 
With  unemployment  and  con-  the  local  Brown  Baptist 
sumer  food  prices  rising,  gaso-  Association.  The  Brownwood 
line  costs  at  near-record  levels  food  pantry  and  warehouse  also 
and  the  possibility  of  more  job  is  an  inter-denominational  effort 
layoffs  looming  on  die  horizon,  that  involves  about  200 
business  is  sadly  booming  for  Methodist,  Presbyterian, 
the  1,500  domestic  hunger  min-  Catholic,  Nazarene,  and 
istries  that  receive  support  from  Assembly  of  God  volunteers, 
the  Southern  Baptist  World  The  facility  requires  20  vol- 
Hunger  Fund.  unteers  a  day  to  handle  food 

while  80%  of  the  World  distribution. 

Hunger  Fund  is  earmarked  for  "Southern  Baptists  started 
the  International  Mission  Board  the  ministry,  but  there  are  no 
(IMB)  to  fight  world  hunger,  the  theological  differences  about 
remaining  20%is  dedicated  to  what  Jesus  said  about  helping 
feed  the  hungry  of  North  the  poor,"  said  Bostick,  a  long- 
America  and  is  administered  by  time  resident  of  Brownwood. 
the  North  American  Mission  "We  want  to  work  together 
Board  (NAMB).  because  the  resources  here  are 

Some  3.5  million  meals  were  so  limited." 
served  to  North  America's  hun-  Brownwood's  economic  sit- 
gry  in  2007  and  as  a  result  35,000  uation  is  fragile,  Bostick  said, 
professions  of  faith  were  record-  Her  ministry  added  50  new 
ed  throughout  the  continent,  families  at  tne  end  of  July,  on 


FOOD  MINISTRY  —  Angelia  Bostick  (left),  executive  director  of  the  Heart  of  Texas  Ckxxj 
Samaritan  Ministry  for  the  past  15  years,  helps  prepare  another  buggy  of  free  groceries  for  a  local 
Brownwood,  Texas  family  in  need.  The  ministry  distributes  food  to  some  650  area  families  each 
month.  (BP  photo  by  Mark  Dumas) 


ministries  such  as  Feed  the  "We  can  ui 
Iren  or  Operation  Blessing  trailer  of  any 
illets  of  food,  paper  minutes.  Man] 

w _  ‘  *  1-  at  night.  Sort 

ed  by  families.  He  also  asks  know  exactly  v 
large  firms  like  Tyson  Foods  to  I  get  it  here.  F 
"This  is’ what  God  called  me  donate  their  products.  the  load  come 

to  do  and  He  prepared  me  to  do  No  associational  funds  are  early  the  next 
it  all  my  life,"  said  Bostick,  a  ever  spent  on  the  food  or  be  unloaded 

Sreacher's  kid  and  a  graduate  of  products  themselves,  which  around  in  less 
rownwood  High  School,  near-  are  always  donated  and  then  sometimes  ir 
by  Howard  Payne  University  distributed  free  of  charge  to  Pftrishable  itei 
and  Southwestern  Seminary,  churches  or  other  hunger  min-  chicken  get  to] 
She  was  17  when  she  felt  called  istries  with  501  (c)3  charitable  Faith,  who 
to  be  a  missionary.  tax  status.  warehouse  — 

"Sometimes  I  get  tired  and  "Our  (the  association's)  only  end  of  the  ass 
want  to  quit.  But  uke  Jeremiah,  expense  is  rental  of  trucks  ana  —  in  2000, 
there's  a  fire  that  bums  in  me  the  diesel  fuel  we  need,"  Faith  days,  six  days 
and  won’t  go  out,"  she  said.  said.  With  diesel  fuel  now  up  to  to  be  on  the 
"Sure,  you  get  tired  sometimes,  as  much  as  five  dollars  a  gallon,  food  or  othe 
But  I've  never  doubted  that  the  association's  budget  is  delivered  to 
God  called  me  to  do  this.  How  stretched  thin.  which  takes  1 

could  I  do  less?"  "I  don't  get  the  world  hunger  his  wife  many 

A  thousand  miles  away  funds  directly"  Faith  said.  "We  "I  do  it  bee 
from  Bostick  in  central  Texas,  it  have  63  churches  in  our  associa-  people,"  Faith 
takes  a  lot  of  "Faith"  —  Steve  tion  and  nine  of  them  get  the  there  are  peop 
Faith,  that  is  —  to  run  the  hunger  funds.  But  we  couldn't  they  really  nee 
Southeast  Indiana  Baptist  Food  do  without  them."  Faith  is  co-  more  needs  tl 
found.  Warehouse  in  New  Albany,  supported  by  the  Indiana  state  currently  wors 
Ind.  Faith,  64,  is  administrative  convention  and  the  North  seen  it  in  this 
original  community  evangelism  direc-  American  Mission  Board.  families  are  1 

tor  for  the  State  Convention  of  From  January  until  the  end  of  tough  decision 
"1  Baptists  in  Indiana.  July  2008,  the  warehouse  food  or  do  we  I 

unlike  Bostick  —  whose  received  and  distributed  15  mil-  get  to  and  fron 
I  feeding  pantry  distributes  lion  pounds  of  "product,"  Faith  Faith  loves 

!k  directly  to  famines  —  Faith  is  said.  He  figures  he  contributes  of  lives  trans 

U  more  Uke  a  "wholesaler"  of  free  some  90,000  meals  a  month  in  their  ministry. 

food  for  die  hungry.  He  gets  the  south  Indiana  area.  "One  family 


sites  throughout  the  United  Families  can  come  to  the  house  and  pantry  were  not  what  to  donate  ,  .  „ 

States  in  2007,  Wood  said.  Some  pantry  once  each  month.  The  I  was  trained  to  do.  I  wanted  to  goods,  and  other  products  need 
7,200  new  hunger  ministry  vol-  amount  of  food  distributed  teach.  Now,  15  years  later,  I’m 
unteers  were  trained  in  evange-  depends  on  family  size,  but  still  in  the  job.  _  „  . 

lism  during  die  year  as  well,  each  family  donation  consists 
The  Gospel  was  shared  with  of  several  grocery  bags, 
more  than  580,000  visitors  to  including  frozen  and  canned 
SBC  hunger  ministries.  • '  •  meat,  cereals,  vegetables,  rice. 

For  missionaries  like  AngeUa  pasta,  and  peanut  butter. 

Bostick  in  Brownwood,  Texas,  The  majority!  of  the  people 
and  Steve  Faith  in  New  Albany,  who  come  in  ale  elderly  or  dis- 
In.  —  both  longtime  veterans  of  abled  on  fixed  incomes.  Brown 
feeding,  ministries  —  die  work-  County  has  a  higher  percentage 
days  are  long,  hard  and  of  elderly  than  the  Texas  aver- 
extremely  tiring.  No  one  could  age,"  Bostick  said.  "We  also  have 
blame  them  if  they  quit  tomor-  a  lot  of  the  working  poor, 
row.  But  they  worit.  because  there  are  not  a  lot  of 

For  15  years,  Bostick  has  good  paying  jobs  around 
headed  up  die  Heart  of  Texas  Brownwood.  Most  make  mini- 
Uood  Samaritan  Ministry  in  mum  wage."  Sixty  percent  of  the 
rural  Brown  County,  located  "customers"  are  Anglo,  30%  are 
hree  hours  south  of  Dallas.  Hispanic,  and  the  remaining 
Dne-third  of  die  county's  40,000  10%  are  African-American, 

residents  live  in  poverty.  Fifteen  years  ago,  Bostick 

Bostick,  51,  is  a  NAMB  mis-  agreed  to  take  the  ministry's 
iionary.  Most  of  her  financial 
lupport  for  the  food  ministry 
omes  from  domestic  World 
lunger  Funds  via  area 


ter  „ 
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Hearina  is  Believin 


their  relatives  to  die  Lord. 

"Sadly,  the  dad  later  died. 
But  because  of  a  single  box  of 
diapers,  he's  in  heaven  today," 
Faith  added.  "And  after  nis 
death,  five  of  his  friends 
accepted  Christ." 


C*‘U>* 


HOW  WE  CAN  HEU 

The  Baptist  Children's  Village 


Mis  Tena  Haakins 
Hall 

Cato  BC-Mendenhail 
Flora  Lee  Hamilton 

Ladles  SSC,  TUscola  BC- 
Lana 

Mother  *  Sister  of  Peggy 
Harper 

Hilbert  *  Fay  Shier* 

Mrs.  Ina  Hamrick 

Mrs  Mattie  B.  Flynt 
Gladys  HawUna 

Mn.  Gail  Kirkland 
Mrs.  Lucy  Holliman 

Me  k  Mrs.  Kenneth  E 
Lae 

Mr.  *  Mrs.  Derails  U 
McPhail 

Mrs.  NeUe  Puryear  Hollowell 
Mrs.  W.  F  Newman  U 
Mr.  Howard  Hudson 

Mr  dr  Mrs.  Michael  Allen 


The  mission  of  The  Baptist  Children's  Village  is  to  help  children  and  their  families  fully 
understand  and  experience  the  healing  ministry  of  Christ  by  meeting  their  daily  needs, 
and  inspiring  them  to  become  Christian  adults  who  are  happy,  healthy  and  mature. 
About  300  children  are  touched  through  this 

mission  each  year,  on  one  of  the  7  campuses  of  The  Baptist  Children's  Village  located 
across  Mississippi. 

If  you  are  a  parent,  grandparent,  legal  guardian  or  public  agency  representative  who 
needs  the  services  of  The  BCV,  the  following  information  will  direct  you  through  The 
Baptist  Children's  Village  admissions  process. 

1.  The  legal  custodian  of  die  child  should  call  (601)  92272242  and  ask  to  speak  with  die 
Intake  Coordinator.  The  Intake  Coordinator  will  seek  to  determine  if  die  applicant  is 
a  candidate  for  Emergency  Care,  Extended  Care,  or  if  referral  to  another  resource  bet¬ 
ter  meets  die  family  needs. 

•  If  immediate  care  is  considered  to  be  die  best  option,  and  if  tfcere  are  beds  available, 
the  child's  admission  is  scheduled  with  the  Emergency  Care  Cotinselor. 

•  If  Extended  Care  is  appropriate,  an  application  is  mailed  or  faxed  to  die  legal 
guardian  of  the  child  or  children. 

2.  When  a  completed  application  is  returned,  with  necessary  documents,  an  Intake 
Study  is  scheduled.  Most  studies  are  scheduled  weekly  on  Monday  and/or  Friday. 
The  study  is  conducted  by  die  Intake  Social  Worker  and  is  approximately  two  hours 
in  length.  The  legal  guardian  and  child  or  children  will  need  to  be  present. 

3.  After  the  intake  study  is  complete,  the  Intake  Social  Worker  Will  present  die  applica¬ 
tion  to  die  Admissions  Committee  for  approval.  This  committee  meets  weekly  and 
die  members  of  this  committee  are  a  team  of  professionals  that  includes  a  Clinical 
Psychologist  and  Counselors.  Also  in  Attendance  are  the  Intake  Coordinator;  and 
other  qualified  staff.  The  committee  will  determine  if  the  needs  of  applicant  can  be 
best  served  by  the  services  of  The  Baptist  Children's  Village. 


Dr.  Rory  Lee.  Executive  Director 
P.O.  Box  27 

Clinton.  MS  390604027 
(601)  922-2242 

www.baptistchildr9navillage.com 


Louise  Jackson 

Mi.  k  Mr*  Tommy 
Bryson 
Sybil  Jarrell 

Gary  k  Gail  Mitchell 
Buddyjayero 

Ten  &  Brian  Manning 
Mrs.  Mildred  Johnson 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Tidwell,  Sc. 
Irma  Jones 

Hilbert  k  Fay  Shiera 
Rhonda  Waldon  Jones 

Frank  *  Rachel  McPhail 
Dot  Knott 

Cato  BC-Mendenhall 
Zefana  Lambert 

Stanton  BC-Natchez 
Mr.  George  Lamar  Lampton 
Rodney,  Erma  k  Shelby 
Johnson 

Ms.  Faye  S.  Alldredge 
Mis.  Fred  Burris 
Ms.  Sue  Ann  Schilling 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  I.  C.  Johnson 
Fannie  Lee  Smith  Lewis 

Whitney  It  Ryan  Holmes 
Mis.  Katherine  Littlejohn 


HONORS 
Mr  Nathan  Barber 

Dr.  k  Mrs.  M.  L  (Buddy) 
Dodson 

Ms.  Nett  Madden 


Myrtle  Carr 

Mr  fc  Mr*.  Paul  D  Allan 
Mr  Michael  W.  Watkins 


Information  on  The  Baptist  Children's 
n  procedures  call  601792272422  or  go  to 


Mr.  Joe  McRevnolds 

Mr  9  Mrs.  Danny  I 
Daves 

Mr.  k  Mis.  John  L 
Dunn 

Ericks  McWilliams 
Mr*  Mis.  Mike 
McAlpin 
Mr  Bin  Minor 

Mrs  R.  W  Cantrell 
GtynMoree 

Mr*.  Bertha  G.  John 
Betty  Morris 

Mr.  *  Mrs.  Jim  Rou 
Jean  Morris 
r  >  iv  Mt.  *  Mrs  Jamie 
Edwards 

Mis  Nancy  Morris 

Mis  Joy  B.  Roberts 
Mrs.  Alice  Murpl 
Mr.  *  Mis 

idr  *  Mis  Jay  Gone  ID 
Modena  Orman 

Mr*  Mrs.  Gerald 

n.  -C-  _  .a 

Manroru 
Ray  Pickering 

Stanton  BC-Natchez 
Mis  Debbie  Pope 

Mr.  *  Mis  Paul  D.  Allen 
Grace  G.  Corley  Porter 

Mis  Joyce  C.  Aycock 
Billy  Raden 

Hilbert*  Fav  Shiera 
Clyde  *  Luella  Reds 

Mr*  Mis  Jay  Cora  ID 
Doris  Robinson 

Mize  Attendance  Center 
Doris  Rom 


idrena villai 


Grady  Chaney 

Mrs  Janeiro  L.  Cranage 
Beverly  Clark 

Mr.  *  Mis  Glen  King 
Osey  Cochran 

Hon.  Cynthia  D.  Davis 
Carol  P.  Conley 

Hilbert  *  Fay  Shiers 
J.  D.  Cndee 

Mrs  Gail  Kirkland 
Audrey  Davis 

Orby  *  Brenda  Wright 
Gale  Den  ley 

Ms  MaidaC.  Stegall 
S.  Gale  Denlev 

Ralph,  Cheryl  Leigh  * 


O'Neal 


Leslie  Babbin 

Ms  Margaret  II  Durhar 
A-FBaileyJr. 

France*  *  Rich 
Defenbaugh 
Rev.  Cari  S.  Barnes  Sr. 

Deer  Creek  BC -Rolling 
Fork 

Mr.  *  Mis.  BiD  Ha  thorn 


Mis  Gail  Kuida 

r  Easterling 
Sr  Adult  Ladies 


Mr.  *  Mrs.  J.  M.  Barnett  „  Mis.  Joy  B  Roberts 
Mrs  Addle  M.  Holloway  Alien  M  .  Pike 
Mis  Rosa  M.  Miller  ..  ,  FBC,  McLain 

I  Daniel  "Danny”  Barnett  Madt  Gamble 

Mr  Bob  Catlett  Golden  Ode  SBC 

Belk  Providence  BC  . 

Mis  Martha  T.  Simmons  _Mrs  Toby  B  Mitchell  _ 

BettyOwens  *  Family  Mis  VlrginUBrinaon 

f&rv.  „  "*1 

Tumbough  CaroIjmvSodson  OIBeJ.! 

laMy  Ondv  *  Clayton  Dugan  hi 

Mr.  it  Mrs  Stuart  Allen  James  TTrah"  Gordon  Vfanon 

Boeer  Dr.  *  Mn.  Harold  Ward  V 

Mr.  *  Mrs  James  H  Fi 

Farmer  i  J 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

Use  It  or  Lose  It 


Matthew  25:14-30 


By  Bobby  McKay 


In  his  hook.  The  Preaching 
Pastor  Frank  Pollard  uses  his 
brilliant  style  to  illustrate  the 
enduring  captivation  that  buried 
treasures  can  provide.  Pollard 
shared  that  he  conducted 
research  to  determine  whether 
or  not  there  were  any  legends  of 
buried  treasure  within  me  folk¬ 
lore  of  Mississippi  history.  He 
discovered  in  the  state  archives 
numerous  accounts  of  hidden 
riches  in  our  state.  Allow  Pollard 
to  share  one  of  these  stories: 
'TWenty  miles  from  Natchez  on 
the  Trace  is  a  place  called 
Robbers'  Roost.  It  is  said  that 
his  is  where  robbers  gathered 
their  loot.  The  estimated  value 
ranges  from  forty-five  thousand 
to  forty  million  dollars.  Some 
people  can  make  a  story  more 
interesting  than  others." 


If 


nurture  and  develop 
the  gifts  God  has 
given  to  you  specifi¬ 
cally.  Verses  14b  and 
15  state  that  the  master 
“entrusted  to  them  his 
property,  to  one  he 
gave  five  talents,  to 
another  two,  to  anoth¬ 
er  one,  to  each  accord - 


Through  his  exten¬ 
sive  research  he  dis- 

STS  McKay  gfo*  &  **£ 

of  legends  throughout 


Mississippi  histoi 


from  the 


sippi  history 

Delta  to  the  Gulf  Coast,  none 
have  produced  a  single  dime. 
We  conclude  this  month's 
study  with  yet  another  parable 
of  Jesus.  This  lesson  will  stress 
the  importance  of  using  and 
investing  our  talents  instead 
of  hiding  what  the  Father  has 
graciously  given  to  each  of  us. 

I.  The  Disbursements 
My  gift  is  not  singing.  If  you 
do  not  believe  me,  ask  tne  choir 
or  the  Minister  of  Worship 
where  I  serve  as  pastor.  It  is  not 
that  I  worry  about  it;  it  is  just 
obvious  that  it  is  not  what  God 
gifted  me  to  do.  Do  not  be  so 
consumed  with  the  gift  or  gifts 
you  do  not  have  that  you  fail  to 


was  heading  out  on  a  long 
journey  and  he  demonstrated 
confidence  in  each  of  these 
men  by  entrusting  them  with  a 
designated  amount  of  money. 

When  it  came  time  to  dis¬ 
burse  the  finances,  he  gave  to 
each  according  to  what  he  knew 
that  servant  was  able  to  manage. 
This  is  a  key  theme  throughout 
this  parable,  do  not  miss  it.  God 
provides  for  us  everything  we 
need  to  be  effective  in  kingdom 
work.  Do  not  fall  in  the  trap  of 
comparing  gifts  with  others 
around  you.  God  knows  much 
better  than  we  do  what  He 
desires  for  our  life.  Humbly 
receive  he  good  gifts  God  has 
blessed  you  with  and  get  busy 
serving  Him! 


II.  The  Digging 

Verse  18  captures  the 
appalling  mistake  of  the  ser¬ 
vant  who  was  given  one  tal¬ 
ent.  To  put  it  simply:  he  dug 
up  some  dirt  and  buried  what 
the  master  had  entrusted  him 
to  care  for.  The  scripture  indi¬ 
cates  that  the  master's  intent 
was  for  the  servants  to  put  the 
money  to  good  use  and  not 

Cst  maintain  the  status  quo 
ee  verse  27).  Several  factors 
could  have  led  to  the  burial  of 
this  talent.  Fear,  ignorance, 
lack  of  faith,  or  laziness  could 
have  served  as  the  motiva¬ 
tion;  nevertheless  the  result 
was  the  same.  An  opportunity 
for  faithfulness  and  obedi¬ 
ence  had  been  squandered. 

I  have  often  wondered  the 
amount  of  people  in  churches 
who  are  called  to  sing,  teach, 
preach,  or  serve  in  some  capaci¬ 
ty.  Yet,  they  spend  their  wnole 
life  trying  to  hide  the  treasure(s) 
God  nas  given  them  because 
they  are  airraid  or  unaware  of 
how  He  might  use  diem.  These 
"Baptist  Buried  Treasures"  are 
hurting  many  churches  and  our 
denomination  as  a  whole.  Men 


and  women,  be  faithful  and  obe¬ 
dient  to  the  Master  by  investing 
your  gifts  and  talents  in  your 
local  church  and  community. 

III.  The  Disillusion 
With  his  talent  taken  away 
from  him  (verse  28),  the  ser¬ 
vant  stood  before  tne  master 
ashamed  and  afraid.  He  was  a 
poor  steward  of  the  talent  and 
now  he  would  pay  the  price.  I 
believe  that  what  this  servant 
did  not  realize  was  that  the 
talent  was  never  completely 
his  to  begin  with.  It  was  his 
because  of  a  gracious  gift 
from  his  master.  Each  gift  tnat 
you  and  I  are  blessed  with 
comes  from  the  Lord.  They 
are  not  for  our  own  promo¬ 
tion,  but  rather  His  glory.  Do 
not  become  disillusioned  in 
your  thinking  that  God  needs 
any  of  us  to  accomplish  His 
will.  It  is  a  privilege  and 
honor  that  we  share  tne  gifts 
He  has  given  us  to  advance 
the  message  of  Christ  and  His 
saving  grace.  Friends,  use  it 
or  lose  it! 


McKay  is  pastor  of  Oakvale 
Church,  Oak  Vale. 


people  2.  Discerning  God's  Guidance  you.  We  build  precept  on  pre¬ 
dation-  Change  is  a  part  of  our  lives,  cept,  truth  upon  truth.  God's 
Him  Change  may  be  intentional  or  Word  is  clear.  Obedience  is  a 
Savior  beyond  our  control.  But  either  choice!  The  Bible  never 
way,  God  wants  us  to  seek  and  changes  but  our  experiences 
discern  His  will  for  our  lives.  He  change  either  by  our  choice  or 

by  circumstances. 

In  Samuel's  farewell  speech 
he  challenged  both  the  people 
and  the  king.  "If  both  you  and 
the  king  follow  the  Lord, 
good!"  Then  Samuel  gave 
warnings  about  disobedience 
and  promised  to  pray  and  con¬ 
tinue  to  teach  the  people. 

Be  assured  dear  friends, 
at  Gilgal  to  confirm  we  do  build  stability  by  com- 
ingship.  By  God's  mitting  ourselves  to  follow 

guidelines  through  all 
of  lifers  transitions.  Let  us 
„  carry  out  God's  instructions 

One  of  my  surprises,  even  from  His  Word  and  embrace 
ments  my  first  year  God's  perspective  to  gain  sta- 
:hool  was  thinking  I  bility  in  our  turbulent  world. 

Please  pray  for  America.  Let 
us  heed  Samuel's  prayer  (1 
12:24  GNT)  as  ours: 
"Obey  the  Lord  and  serve 
Him  faithfully  with  all  your 
heart.  Remember  the  great 

j. 

into  their  heads.  Of  course  no  °  - 

Caughman  teaches  a  senior 
School  class  at  First 


Explore  the  Bible  ■ 

Seek  God's  Guidance  w5 

1  Samuel  8;  9:1-2, 17;  10:1, 17,  20-25;  11:14-15;  12: 1-2,  ' 

13-15, 20-25  Ml 

r  Ginger  M.  Caughman  cover  Chapters  8  I  JR 

through^  in  only  five 

How  long  has  it  been  since  lessons  so  begin  now  to  Ca 
u  played  with  a  child  stack-  read  ahead  to  follow  the 
g  wooden  blocks,  one  on  top  unfolding  narrative, 
the  other?  How  high  did  you  Time  fues.  Chapter  8  begins, 
i  before  they  tumbled  over?  "When  Samuel  grew  old." 
x y  young  preschoolers  My  Sr.  ladies  like  to  have 
light  in  knocking  the  blocks  fun.  Charlie  Prince, 
iwn  and  hearing,  the  crash.  As  department  director,  has 
ildren  mature  they  begin  to  thoughtful,  timely  devotional 
alize  the  importance  of  the  with  Scripture  each  Sunday 
a  cement  of  that  first  block  morning.  But  then  we  look  for- 


■  I  he  story  moves  even  abundant  fives  (John  10:10). 

quickly.  Ironically  Samuel  called  the  Israelites 
Samuel  made  the  to  the  Lord  at  Mizpah,  showed 
ftman  same  mistake  as  Eli.  them  Saul,  the  man  God  had 
His  sons  were  dishon-  chosen,  and  explained  the  regu¬ 
est  and  did  not  walk  in  the  lations  of  the  kingship, 
ways  of  their  father.  The  peo-  3.  Committing  to  God's 
pie  desired  a  king  like  their  Guidance 

pagan  neighbors.  "Israel's  Samuel  called  a  national 
our  insistence  on  having  a  king  assembl 
a  was  an  error  of  timing  ana  Saul's 

motivation  because  the  law  grace,  let  us  choose  attitudes  God's 
had  provided  for  a  king"  (See  and  actions  that  build  stability 
Deuteronomy  17:14-15).  in  our  daily  Christian  lives. 

Samuel  was  upset  but  God  C 
said  the  people  had  rejected  disai 
Him  not  Samuel.  The  Lord  tead 

allowed  a  king  and  directed  would  teach,  students  would 
Samuel  in  the  choice.  The  learn,  and  I'd  move  on  to  the 
focus  this  week  is  on  the  selec-  next  topic.  Everyone  doesn't  Sam 
tion  of  Saul  as  Israel's  first  "get  ir  the  first  time.  Even 

king.  (Details  are  in  1  Sam.  9  teaching  the  Bible  to  children 

and  10  as  Samuel  gives  Saul  a  for  many  years,  I  often  wished 

message  from  Goa).  Unlike  the  I  could  pour  Bible  knowledge  things  He  has  done  for  you 
floundering  Israelites,  we  will  ir.tr  lLr:r  C5  :r_r:  r.r 

never  outgrow  maintain  stability  in  our  lives  learning  takes  place  all  at  once, 
i.  God  has  cho-  when  we  seek  God's  guidance  even  for  mature  Christians,  ladies 

xi  though  we  in  major  life  transitions.  I'm  still  learning  and  so  are  Church  Magee. 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 

The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish  _  AM  news  terra  are  subject  to  edNng,  and 

news  and  photographs  of  special  events  _  al  photographs  are  subject  to  cropping, 

that  take  place  In  cooperating  churches  of  WUIIB ■UIBI  Photographs  must  depict  people.  No  land- 

the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  ^  scape-,  building-,  or  objectanly  photographs 

Newt  submitted  tor  publication  in  The  f  m  w  w*  printed.  News  Heme  andtor  pho- 

Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit-  / ^  ^  ^  tographs  can  be  published  one  time  only, 

ten,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11 -Inch  News  Heme  andtor  photographs  depicting 

paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized  benefits  and  actMHes  tor  secular  or  outside 

forms  provided  by  the  newspeper.  AM  arti-  organizations  wW  not  be  published.  DeadNne 

dee  must  be  received  in  writing;  no  articles  for  submitting  news  is  one  week  prior  to 

wiN  be  accepted  over  the  telephone.  Please  make  articles  concise.  Include  submtoed  as  a  JPEG  (Me  via  eMher  (a)  e-mal,  requested  publication  date. 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically  the  who,  what,  when,  where  details  of  (b)  three  snd-a-haM  inch  floppy  dhk,  or  (c)  CD.  Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 

to  the  address  below,  and  must  be  con-  the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's  Photos  must  be  deer,  sharp,  and  weM-Mghted.  be  published  on  a  space-available  basis, 
tained  in  the  message  segment  of  an  e-  address  and  telephone  number.  CeM  phone  photographs  and  other  low  reeolu-  Submit  news  and  photogryhs  to  The 

mail  form.  Due  to  increasing  virus  threats.  Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and  tion  Hems  are  generally  not  pubishable.  Baptist  Record.  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted.  white.  Instant  photos  and  dgRal  printouts  are  Photographs  can  not  be  returned.  Please  39205-0530.  FAX:  (601)  292-3330.  E-mal: 
Photograph  attachments  are  permissible.  not  reprottodbls.  DigRal  photos  may  be  used*  do  not  attach  photos  with  tope  or  staples,  bap8strsoord9mbcb.org. 


IMB  sending  83  news  workers  to  fields  around  world 


JONESBORO,  Ga.  (BP)  — 
Monkeys,  rope  swings,  and  alli- 

Ktors  were  all  pan  of  Adam 
jser's  life  growing  up  as  a  mis¬ 
sionary  kid  tn  the  jungles  of  Peru. 

Adam  sensed  many  years 
ago  that  being  a  missionary 
may  be  his  calling  as  well.  That 
was  affirmed  die  first  time  he 
and  his  father  made  the  three- 
day  trek  to  a  remote  village  in 
the  Andes  mountains. 

"None  of  the  people  had  ever 
seen  a  white  person  before,"  he 
recalled.  The  villagers  were  des¬ 
perate  for  truth.  "My  dad  bap¬ 
tized  an  entire  village  in  an  ice- 
cold  mountain  stream  because 
they  were  so  hungry  to  know 
God.  That  image  has  stuck  with 
me  all  my  life.” 

Adam  and  his  wife  Jessica 
were  among  83  new 
International  Mission  Board 
(IMB)  missionaries  appointed 
September  10  at  First  Church  in 
Jonesboro,  Ga.  They  join  more 
than  5,300  other  missionaries 
serving  around  the  world. 

Adam  said  his  experiences 
in  Peru  prepared  him  to  serve 
in  an  extreme  way.  His  wife 
also  experienced  her  share  of 
extreme  living  conditions 
while  serving  as  a  journey¬ 
man.  Rats,  rickshaws,  and  traf¬ 
fic  jams  were  common  experi¬ 
ences  for  Jessica  during  her 
two  years  in  Asia. 

"Adam's  heart  for  Peru  and 
the  urgencies  of  the  vast  lostness 
there  [have]  been  contagious," 
Jessica  said.  The  couple  wifi  soon 
join  die  IMB's  Xtreme  Team  in 
sharing  the  Good  News  in  the 
most  remote  places  of  the 
Peruvian  jungles. 

Andy  ana  Michelle  Milam 
may  not  have  had  extreme  living 


conditions  like  the  Husers,  but 
they  share  their  call  to  missions. 

Andy,  a  music  graduate  from 
Union  University  in  Jackson, 
Tn.,  remembers  as  a  boy  read¬ 
ing  missionary  birthdays  in  die 
Open  Windows  devotional  and 
praying  for  each  one  by  name. 
After  the  couple  married  in 
1991,  Andy  sam  they  had  the 
privilege  of  living  next  to 
Ramona  Mercer,  Union's  first 
missionary-in-residence. 

He  once  asked  her  how  he'd 
know  his  calling  to  die  mission 
field.  "God  will  show  you,”  she 
told  him. 

Ten  years  later,  at  Alpha 
Church  in  Morristown,  Tn., 
Andy  began  sensing  God  lead¬ 
ing  him  to  give  his  life  com¬ 
pletely  to  mfrajtftr  "I  was 
searching  for  Go<fs  perfect  will 
in  my  quiet  times,"  he  said.  T 
...began  to  pour  my  heart  out  to 
GocC  asking  Him  to  show  me 
His  direction  for  my  life." 

It  was  then  he  spotted  a  copy 
of  Open  Windows.  It  had  been 
years  since  he  last  turned  die 
pages  of  the  devotional. 
Immediately  he  flipped  to  the 
missionary  birthdays.  Next  to  die 
day's  date  was  a  familiar  name: 
Ramona  Mercer. 

"The  Question  I  had  asked 
her  in  college  came  directly  to 
my  mind...  Was  this  coinci¬ 
dence?  No.  [God]  had  made  it 
very  clear  to  me  what  His  will 
was  for  my  life." 

Andy  and  his  family  will  be 
taking  die  Gospel  to  the  people 
of  Portugal. 

Tom  Elliff,  senior  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  spiritual  nurture  at  the 
IMB,  challenged  the  congrega¬ 
tion  to  begoers  and  tellers  of  me 
Gospel,  mere  are  three  types  of 


PREPARED  TO  SERVE  —  Adam  and  Jessica  Huser  share  their  testimony  during  the  missionary 
appointment  service  at  First  Church  in  Jonesboro,  Ga.  The  Husers  will  be  serving  in  remote 
regions  of  Peru  with  the  Xtreme  Team  of  the  International  Mission  Board.  They  were  among  83 
new  missionaries  appointed  for  service  September  10.  (BP  photo). 


are  three  types  of 


believers,  Elliff  said  —  sitters,  get¬ 
ters,  and  the  goers  and  tellers. 

Speaking  mom  2  Kings  7,  he 
compared  die  types  of  believers 
with  the  story  of  the  four  lepers 
sitting  at  die  city  gate  of  Samaria. 
A  sitter  is  a  person  who  is  con¬ 
scious  of  die  world's  need  for  the 
Gospel  but  doesn’t  do  much 
about  it  Elliff  said,  adding  that 
this  is  probably  the  largest  cate¬ 
gory  of  believers. 


The  second  category  of  believ¬ 
ers,  getters,  are  sitters  with  com¬ 
mon  sense,  he  said.  The  lepers  in 
2  Kings  7  were  getters.  "Why  sit 
we  here  until  we  die?"  they  asked 
one  another  in  verses  3  and  4.  "If 
we  go  out  there  [to  the  Aramean 
camp],  they  might  kill  us,  but  if 
we  sit  here  we  will  die  also." 

"You  can’t  be  too  hard  on  get¬ 
ters,"  Elliff  said.  "Getters  are  peo¬ 
ple  who  say.  There  is  bound  to  be 


more,  and  I  want  it'  In  a  society 
that  commends  greed  ...many 
believers  have  become  pretty 
greedy  spiritually.  There’s  a  prob¬ 
lem  when  we  nave  an  appetite 
for  things  of  God  but  no  activity 
[for]  the  things  of  God." 

Elliff  challenged  the  crowd  to 
be  gders  and  tellers.  "With  so 
many  places  to  go,  people  forget 
to  tell.  The  Great  Commission 
is. . .  going  and  telling." 


Seminary  rolls  out  cellular  telephone  phone  notification  system 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  —  through  die  seminary's  new 
Since  Hurricane  Gustav,  good  priority  text  messaging  system, 
news  has  been  arriving  to  cell  The  system  has  Deen  an 

g hones  of  New  Orleans  information  lifeline  for  the 
eminary  (NOBTS)  families  seminary  community  during 


the  evacuation.  When  the 
storm  moved  out  of  the  New 
Orleans  area,  a  brief  text  mes¬ 
sage  offered  the  following 
report:  "Campus  secure. 

Damage  minimal.  Reopening 
Monday.  Return  possible 
Thursday.  Praise  the  Lord!" 

Many  seminary  students, 
professors  and  staff  members 
first  heard  about  the  evacua¬ 
tion  through  the  text  messag¬ 
ing  list,  and  they  also  have 
received  daily  updates  on  cam¬ 
pus' status. 

Among  the  many  lessons 
learned  Following  Hurricane 
Katrina  in  2005,  seminary 
officials  worked  to  develop 
more  reliable  communication 
options.  The  priority  text 
message  system  was  imple¬ 
mented  to  provide  urgent, 
concise  messages  to  the  semi¬ 
nary  family  in  emergency  sit¬ 
uations.  Since  the  system  was 
implemented  in  2007,  the 
seminary  has  urged  students, 
professors  and  staff  members 
opt  in  to  the  system  via  a 
secure  online  registration. 


The  seminary  also  devel¬ 
oped  a  plan  to  address  the 
computing  needs  during  an 
evacuation.  At  the  start  of 
hurricane  season,  the  semi¬ 
nary  rented  a  moving  truck  to 
take  essential  computers  and 
servers  to  the  seminary's 
North  Georgia  Hub  in 
Atlanta.  By  August  31,  the 
seminary's  servers  and  web¬ 
site  management  had  been 
transferred  to  Atlanta.  The 
move  ensured  that  the  semi¬ 
nary  website  would  be  avail¬ 
able  to  provide  information 
throughout  the  storm.  Longer, 
more  detailed  messages  have 
been  posted  on  die  site. 

Kelley  wrote  on  the  semi¬ 
nary  website,  "The  news  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  good.  Our  opera¬ 
tions  crew  and  others  are 
already  at  work  cleaning  up 
the  campus,  and  similar  work 
is  beginning  all  over  the  city." 
Kelley  noted:  "We  had  no 
flood  damage  at  all,  and  no 
evidence  yet  of  any  internal 
damage  to  buildings,  homes, 
or  apartments." 


Kelley  has  used  the  web 
updates  as  an  opportunity  to 
provide  pastoral  encourage¬ 
ment  to  the  seminary  family. 

T  conclude  this  update  with  a 
personal  word  from  the  journey 
of  my  soul  with  God.  These  last 
three  years  have  been  for  me  a 
Ph.D.  seminar  on  the  mercy  of 
God,"  Kelley  wrote.  "There  is  a 
mystery  I  cannot  penetrate  on 
how  and  why  Goa  chooses  die 
mercy  He  provides  to  His  peo¬ 
ple.  What  is  crystal  dear;  howev¬ 
er;  is  that  in  ALL  circumstances 
God  gives  mercy  and  grace  suf¬ 
ficient  for  die  needs  of  his  chil¬ 
dren  (Romans  8:28-39). 

"That  is  a  conviction  that  is 
becoming  very  predous  to  me, 
and  I  hope  to  you.  Perhaps 
because  New  Orleans  has  a 
seminary  training  leaders  for 
the  Church  all  over  the  world, 
God  is  using  our  aty  as  the 
location  for  this  Ph.D.  seminar 
in  His  mercy.  In  "any  case,  I 
pray  that  we  will  all  be  faithful 
witnesses  to  the  glory,  mercy, 
and  grace  of  God  in  these  times 
and  circumstances." 


■PH P '  7 


